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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
by Pat Springstead, HLPOA President 

 
     Happy New Year to all of our 
members.  If you have been at Higgins 
Lake, you know that this winter has 
brought large amounts of snow and ice.  
The lake froze over completely in 
December ς something that rarely 
happens.  As I write this letter, people 
are out ice fishing already, and a few 
ice shanties are cropping up.  The roar 

of snowmobiles fills the air, and winter is in full swing.  
[ŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƴƻǿ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ŀƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƭƛŦǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀΦ   
 

     !ǎ ǿŜ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŀ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǎƻƳŜ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ΨлуΦ  9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŀǎ 
economically the most difficult year in the past  
seventy plus years, our members have kept our 
organization financially strong.  We continue to retain 
the vast majority of our members and add new 
members.  Through prudent spending, we continue to 
have a strong balance sheet.  I want to thank you for 
supporting Higgins Lake and your HLPOA.   
 

     Gerrish Township continues to work on 
implementing their lake access plan with emphasis on 
getting the Community Park marina at the Higgins Lake 
.ƻŀǘ ¸ŀǊŘ ό.ŀȄǘŜǊΩǎύ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ 
hope that the Community Park marina will be a financial 
success and also have a positive impact on the 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ 
the marina on their website:   www.gerrishtownship.org 
 as well as meeting information and financial reports.  
Gerrish Township is one of a few townships 
implementing  website reporting to improve public 
transparency and availability of information to the 
general public. 

Spray before you play 
 

The Higgins Lake Boat Wash 
opens this summer!!!!! 

 

The Boat Wash is free to the 
public and is open daily. 

 

See pages 10-12 
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ  (continued from Page 1) 
  

     This past summer Gerrish Township enforced road 
end compliance through the Inland Lakes and Streams 
Act 451 part 301, which prohibits overnight 
mooring at these road ends. We are 
happy to report that there was very 
little need to take these cases to 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ  wƻŀŘ ŜƴŘ 
violators usually cooperated 
after a reminder that they were 
in violation of the statute and 
were advised of their options.   
 

     The Lyon Township Board 
continues to be heavily 
influenced by the Higgins Lake 
Civic Association, a special interest 
group.  The newly elected board had 
been in office less than a one month 
when they held a special meeting that only 
had the President of HLCA as a scheduled speaker.  
Needless to say, it was not attended by the tax payers of 
Lyon Township,  and even Trustee Bill DeHaan was not 
present. Lyon Township passed a resolution at this 
ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜ ŀ άǇƛƭƻǘ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳέ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ŘƻŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻƛǎǘǎ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǊƻŀŘ 
end in Lyon Township.  This was done even though the 
chosen road end had already been adjudicated through 
the court system and was subject to the WŀŎƻōǎΩ ruling 
prohibiting such activities.  Township officials seemingly 
violated their oath to uphold the law and operate in the 
best interest of all their constituents.  Only the 
Treasurer, Anna Reno, had the good common sense to 
vote against it.  More information about Lyon Township 
is provided in the Legislative Review and Election News 
articles in this newsletter.   
 

     Kelly Beach, Grosbeak and Sovereign Park continue to 
be involved in litigation by us and members of these 
subdivisions.  We are actively 
seeking to have Gerrish 
Township take control 
of the Kelly Beach 
ramp instead of 
having a private 
individual hold the 
permit as it stands 
now.   We believe the 
township needs to 
take ownership of Kelly 
Beach and set certain rules  
to govern the use of the ramp,  
thereby insuring safety and access to area residents.   

     ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ǇǇŜƭƭŀǘŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
/ƛǊŎǳƛǘ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ǊǳƭƛƴƎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ IƛƎƎƛƴǎ [ŀƪŜ {ƘƻǊŜǎ 
subdivision, all the road ends around Higgins Lake have 

been litigated and the WŀŎƻōǎΩ Ruling applies to 
all of them.  Additional legal issues will be 

covered by our attorneys, Bill Carey 
and Rich Jaskowski, in the legal 

report.    
 

     We were especially busy in 
2008 with environmental issues, 
continuing our mission to 
maintain our pristine lake for 
future generations.  Shoreline 
erosion was serious; we continue 

to work with the Roscommon 
County Commissioners to seek a 

solution to this vexing problem.  The 
construction was completed for the 

first Boat Wash on Higgins Lake by the 
North State Park.  State and local officials will 

ōŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άDǊŀƴŘ hǇŜƴƛƴƎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǘ ²ŀǎƘ ƻƴ 
Memorial Weekend.  The Boat  
Wash is free and open to 
everyone.  We continue 
to attack Eurasian 
water milfoil with 
various methods 
including benthic 
barriers, hand 
pulling, and chemical 
treatment.  Our 
Environmental 
Committee continues to 
research all remedy options  
and is communicating with other lakes also facing  milfoil 
issues.  The first Lake Saver Program coordinated by 
HLPOA and funded by The Higgins Lake Foundation for 
the Roscommon Elementary School fourth graders was a 
great success and will be repeated this May.  We are 
attempting to reinvigorate the Higgins Lake 
Environmental Alliance through the Gerrish Township 
officials.   
     Our adversaries were not successful in getting House 
Bills 4463 and 4464 through the legislature these past 
two years.  It certainly was not for lack of trying.  There 
were many changes made to these bills, indicating the 
special interest limitations of this attempted legislation 
designed solely benefit a handful of residents at our 
lake.  See details in the legislative report. 
 
 

(continued on Page 3) 

Check out  
Gerrish Township  

Lake Access Plan at 
www.gerrishtownship.org 



Office Central  
by Pam Mills,  
Administrative Assistant 
 

     Greetings from cold Northern 

Michigan!  Hopefully, you are enjoying 

your winter wherever you might be 

spending it. 
 

     As the office representative of the HLPOA, I would like 

to express appreciation for the encouraging notes and 

comments that come from our members.  The Board 

works very diligently throughout the year determining 

how to best care for Higgins Lake and how to best utilize 

the funds which you so generously contribute.   
 

     We hope you are enjoying your copy of the 2008-09 

Membership Directory.  If you have any updates in your 

contact information, please forward them to me via email 

(hlpoa@charter.net) or phone (989) 275-9181.  Just a note 

for those of you who receive you mail via post office box: 

if you are not receiving mail from the HLPOA, it might be 

because your post office box is not the mailing address in 

our database.  Please notify me if that is the case.   
 

     To members of private lake associations, please check 

with your association president to determine whether you 

should pay your dues through that association or directly 

to the HLPOA.  We send mailings and information out 

based on names and addresses we receive from your 

association , unless you are an individual member.  If this 

newsletter is mailed to a family cottage and you would 

like to receive your own copy, please contact me  

at the office. 
 

     The HLPOA Waterlines Newsletter is available on the 

HLPOA website in full color  - www.hlpoa.org.  Back issues 

are also posted on the website for your convenience and 

viewing pleasure.  You will need Adobe Reader software, 

which is available as a free download at www.adobe.com. 
 

     CƻǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǊ  

e-Ƴŀƛƭ ŀǿŀȅΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ  

website regularly for the most  

up-to-date information  

(www.hlpoa.org). 
 

Have a safe and healthy winter!   

See you in the Spring. 
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ  (continued from Page 2) 
 

     Laurie Smith Tudor, Public Relations Chair, continues 
to keep us active in community projects.  We maintain 
communication with community leaders in search of 
ways for the HLPOA to be in a position of influence on 
issues that make Higgins Lake a better place to live and 
enjoy.  Laurie, Rick Meeks and other members are also 
actively involved in the Gerrish Township CERT 
(Community Emergency Response Team), a group of 
volunteer citizens who are called to assist in various 
ways.  Laurie will update readers on other projects and 
how you can help. 
 

     We continue to make every effort to keep you as 
informed as possible about issues that affect you and 
your ability to enjoy Higgins Lake.  Our office is open five 
days a week, and our board is available to speak with our 
members about issues and concerns they may have.  We 
encourage you to visit our web site at www.hlpoa.org  
as often as possible.  Please provide us with your email 
address if you have not already done so. 
 

     Thank you, members!  Even in these difficult economic 
times your continued financial and moral support has 
made the HLPOA the strongest lake association in the 
state. 
 

     A special thank you also to our all volunteer, 
uncompensated board members for another year of 
dedicated service in representing you and protecting 
Higgins Lake and the surrounding watershed.   
 

     I hope you and your family enjoy the winter, wherever 
you are, and I look forward to seeing you at 
IƛƎƎƛƴǎ ƛƴ ΨлфΗ 

      Relaxing 
after a 

  ƘŀǊŘ ŘŀȅΩǎ  
      work. 


