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Message

the prime summer months are right in front of us, and you
your family can enjoy Higgins Lake.

Much to their credit, Gerrish Township has worked all
winter to formulate a legal lake access plan that will increas
access while taking into consideration the fact that Higgins Lake is a finite
resource. Gerrish Township Trustee Jim Ostling has been the point person
project working with the DEQ and the RCRC (Roscommon County Road
Commission) to implement a plan that is fair to all residents of Higgins Lake
conjunction with this plan, Gerrish Township will enforce Inland Lakes &
Streams Act 451, part 301, which prohibits overnight mooring at road ends.
lake access plan is in the final planning stages as this newsletter goes to pr

It is important that the Townships protect the lake from aggressive devel
and that our elected officials be protive and have a vision of how they would
like to see the lake ten or twenty years into the future. Please read Bill and
Richds | egal report | ater in the 1
this summer, please contact the HLPOA office first.

Despite the fair and experienced leadership of Lyon Township Superviso
Tatr o, Lyon | ags behind Gerrish i
is because the Trustees and Treasurer put the interests of a certain special

Wow, what a winter! Lots of snow, very cold and thick i¢e.
Unfortunately the ice on the lake expanded and pushed andPr esi dent 6s..Me.sbk a
caused severe erosion along the shoreline, by far the wors} ipegjsiative Review
many years. We will have a detailed report on erosion da age
and lake level later on in the newsletter. The good news is|tha
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group before the tax payers of Lyon Township. There are many other impon
issues in Lyon Township other than just the area around the lake. This is ar]
important election year, and we will address issues and candidates in our
HLPAC letter later in the newsletter.

Kelly Beach, Grosbeak and Sovereign Park continue to be areas of cong
It has been very difficult for the residents in these areas to come to legal, fa
balanced solutions. It is way past the time for lawsuits, bickering and the
inability to be civil to one another. We hope over the next few months a sol
can be found for these vexing problems so all can get back to enjoying the
and each other.

As we have stated in previous newsletters, there is absolutely no reason
anyone who lives off the lake cannot get their boat on Higgins Lake, even o
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Mof July weekend. This was true
Continued on Page 2

S\




President 0s (cMes 6d@gie om P amgifed by Laurie Smith Tudor. We have continued to
two State Parks and the West Launch Site. Drop and|goontribute to projects in the community that make the

refers to the convenience of being able to launch a

Higgins Lake area a better place to live and play. Over the
watercraft and then park the trailer off site in designat¢dast few years we have made a concerted effort to talk to
areas. In addition, this year at the DNR West Launch [siédl, community and elected officials. This has allowed us to
parking was more than doubled to accommodate boats b@ider express our goals and opinions regarding the area in

trailers. There is more legal access on Higgins Lake tha&proactive and positive way.

any other inland lake in the state of Michigan.

It is our goal to keep our members as informed and

Over this past winter we have been exceptionally bugypdated on lake issues as possible. To this end we
with environmental matters on Higgins Lake. We hav¢ encourage you to visit our web sitevw.hlpoa.org

been meeting with the DEQ, DNR, RCRC and other

regularly. If you have not already given us younail

officials regarding the dam and lake level issues. We hagslress, please do so.

been working on plans for a boat wash in the North State | cjosing | would like to thank each and every one of

Park area. We have been talking to Township Officials yoy for your financial and moral support. | would also
regarding septic systems, a phosphorous ban and sharéli@eo thank the totally volunteer and uncompensated

erosion. In addition we will be implementing the 2008

board for their dedicated efforts in representing you and

Milfoil Treatment Plan for Higgins Lake, which is detai eﬁrotecting the future of Higgins Lake. Wishing you and
in the milfoil report in this newsletter. We have workedl yoyr family a wonderful and healthy summer at Higgins

with the Higgins Lake Foundation and other groups or]

Lake.

hosting an environmental day at the MacMullan Center for
the Roscommon Elementary fourth grade class, which was

presented on May 37 The event was a huge success a’lE'egisIative Review

will be an annual event. We also continue to be the
driving force behind the Higgins Lake Environmental
Alliance. Rick Meeks and Laurie Smith Tudor will cove
t hat in this newsletter.
Mano wil |l al so address mi

As always, we have been more

r AS

HB4463 REVIEW This bill

C
) _ ‘.J\ /
by Pat Springstead, HLPOA PreS|dent‘/<&)

of this newsl et

d eMpadrl vi nBeo, | tSohne, | tar.okw na . &
House Bills 4463«qard 41464 are still in Majority Leader
Mi ke Bi shopos
Committee. The leadership of the Civic

S

involved with legal issues than we
would like to be. We would certainly
like to be spending money on other
things that benefit the lake. Bill Care
and Rich Jaskowski will fill you in on
the cases that we are involved in and
cases that we have an interest in. We
recently won the Sunseekers funneling

specifies local

will require the DEQ to issue
marina permits allowing dockg

and hoists at road ends, and

subcontracting authorization tg
a local neighborhood
association or civic associatio

HB4464 REVIEW: This bill

Association is still trying to get the
Senate to have a hearing on these bills.

control with of a

speci al [
very small and select group of people.
Unfortunately the moderate voice of

those who live off the lake is silent and

case at the Supreme Court level.

To bring you up to date on House
Bills 4463 and 4464; both are still in
the Government Operations
Committee. There are, however,
certain radical members of the Civic
Association who continue to try to get
committee hearings even though the
Attorney General of the State of

Afaut hori
hoists, sunbathing and
lounging, unless otherwise
authorized by law.

Michigan has written a position paper stating he thinkg tpeh eir
c

bills would be unconstitutional. The leaders of the Civ
Association continue to mislead their members into

thinking they can accommodate everyone at road ends
The legislative report will contain more details about thi
issue.

establishes a presumption tha

when a public road ends at &
lake or stream, the plat
proprietor intended to

the more strident wing of the group has

it more difficult for the majority of
argsidBrislto glt fefak Igke &cbebs.

It is imperative that we continue to
monitor the activities in Lansing
regarding these bills. The Civic
Association obviously has no regard for
me mber s 0
lobbying expenses. They profess a love of the lake, but
spend no money or time on environmental projects.

zeod seé€

‘Gerrish Township is proposing a plan for expanded legal
Jake access. The Civic Association does not have the best
interest of their members at heart when they would rather

The HLPOA continues to work on community outreagfyht for their boats at specific road ends rather than

and education through our public relations committee

(2

compromise.
(Continued on Page 3)
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As you remember, this is the classic case
nt er es:
appropriate road ends for the benefit of a

taken over. This radical group has a very
narrow and self serving agenda, making

money when

pu
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Legislative Report (contéd from Pa

I n January Michigands A
wrote an opinion paper on House Bill 4463 at the requd
of Representative John Stakoe of Waterford. The opin
paper stated that the legislation would probably not sta|
up to judicial review and would be deemed
unconstitutional. This is exactly the position that our
attorneys have taken since this legislation was introdug
If by some misfortune HB4463 and HB4464 should pas
they would immediately be challenged in Circuit Court
leading to years of litigation. This would undoubtedly
draw the Townships and Road Commission into the leg
arena and waste more of ¢

We continue to urge you to contact your Senator
regarding legislative issues that affect our lake. For
information on how to contact your senator, please visi
our website, or www.mi.gov. The HLPOA website will
carry updated information on important legislation, so
please check it regularly. If we do not have younasl
address, please contact Pam in the HLPOA office so W
can include you in any urgent updates. Please visit
www.mi.gov and click on legislature for links to senator|
upcoming bills, and other important information.

Another bill that we are monitoring is House Bill 516
which is in Representat:i
have already had one hearing on this bill, and by the tir
you receive this newsletter, it could be voted out of
commi ttee. This bill wo
ability to approve and monitor marinas. Needless to sz
the DEQ opposes this bill. This bill would put associati
marinas outside of the control of the DEQ. As we have
stated before, the HLPOA supports the subdivision
associations®6 marinas on
and scope. We do believe that there should be local
ordinances to control the size and scope of these
associations. Where there are not local ordinances, th
DEQ should then be the controlling organization.

The issues of phosphorous fertilizer and septic

inspections continue to be hot topics at both the local an

state level. Both affect the quality of water in Higgins
Lake. We will actively work to pass state statute and Id
ordinances to ban phosphorous fertilizer and mandate
septic inspections within the watershed.

We will be watching local and state officials to see h
they vote on all issues that affect Higgins Lake and our
riparian members. This information will be passed on t
the Higgins Lake Political Action Committee (HLPAC) t
recommend those candidates that should receive our
support and votes in the fall election.

The HLPOA will continue to expend as much effort
necessary to protect Higgins Lake and the riparian
members who love this lake. Thank you once again, o

loyal members, for your continued support and trust(—s—ﬁ

o HLPOA Legal Update
t dy Willismely Cai@yeanceRich Jaskowlki k e
sCounsel to the HLPOA

ol The HLPOA has been active in
legal matters affecting the use of
Higgins Lake and the riparian interests
of its members. This legal report will
summarize the legal activities of
HLPOA through June, 2008.

Jacobs Enforcement: As a result of
he contempt orders issued by the Roscommon County
ircuit Court in preceding years, we are pleased to report that

2 HeEnlinb&r Bf 8afobs ehfdicEmerst Gaded Had béen reduced to

Anone pendingo.

Cox,

Kelly Beach Boat Ramp- A boat ramp has been installed at
Kelly Beach in the Michigan Central Park First Addition
Subdivision, and while HLPOA and the First Addition
homeowners association do not oppose the installation of the
ramp, legal proceedings have been instituted by those groups

eto ensure reasonable township controls on use. Action has
also been commenced to ensure that no dredging will occur

s relative to ramp usage. Finally, HLPOA and the

homeowners association seek to eliminate all boat mooring at

that site.

e A ggnicantissus {§ Higcase is wheihey the DEQeacted 1
n@roperly in granting the ramp permit to a private citizen as
opposed to a local unit of government. This legal issue has

I Fea.n bripfed,by the; pytigs apd,decided Qy fhe qdipigistrafivg o
y aw judge.

bn A resolution of the Kelly Beach boat ramp matter is
expected to be reached in fall of 2008.

[

Sunseekers Funnel HLPOA has been involved in a

btdceeding Which id-cankm@nly ireferretl tb & thé SuGseéekers €

funnel. In Lyon Township (Shoppenagon Lodge

Subdivision) eight families purchased a 25' lakefront lot for

e the purpose of maintaining a marina. At various times the

Sunseekers group maintained a dock of almost 200’ in length

with eight mooring sites. Sunseekers were advised

repeatedly that they were operating a marina illegally.
unseekers refused to cease and desist their operation.

cal Because Sunseekers would not cease their illegal
operations HLPOA and the riparian owner who adjoined the
illegal operation brought suit. HLPOA and the adjoining
riparian owner argued that the Sunseekers activity was a
DWuisance because it violated State law (operating a marina
without a DEQ Operating Permit), and because it violated the
0 Lyon Township zoning ordinance.

' The Sunseekers case was presented at trial in the

Roscommon County Circuit Court. Roscommon County
Circuit Court Judge Michael J. Baumgartner ruled in favor of
isthe HLPOA position on all counts. Sunseekers members
were ordered to stop their illegal activities so that the

ur

(continued on page 4)
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HLPOA Legal Report
nuisance they had created would be abated. The court ry

(contdéd from P

that their activities constituted operating a marina. The cqu

also ruled that their activities violated the Lyon Township
zoning ordinance. The Sunseekers decision was reversed
the Court of Appeals which ruled that HLPOA did not show
sufficient harm to its membership to warrant nuisance

abatement. The case was appealed to the Michigan Supre

Court. The Supreme Court reversed the Court of Appeals,
and reinstated the trial court ruling. This is a huge victory|
against private funneling.

Higgins Lake ShoresThe | ast of the
subdivision cases on Higgins Lake was taken to trial in late
April, 2007. Judge Baumgartner heard the case. The

lakefront property owners received a favorable ruling in this

plat consistent with all of the other platted real cases
around the lake. Certain back lot defendants have filed ar]
appeal. A motion for immediate consideration, filed by the

lakefront owner, has been granted by the Court of Appeals

A hearing date has not yet been set.

Other cases of Interest:

HLPOA members have stepped up in their own
subdivisions where they have issues and are pursuing
legal action. At this point the HLPOA is not involved in
these cases, although we continue to monitor them
closely.

Sheridan Drive - In a June 14, 2006 meeting between
representatives of Sheridan Drive Association, and the
Roscommon County Road Commission, a settlement
agreement was reached which, in addition to other terms,

MIRCO DS 10, Syl 8 s

Soyeseigr Rark Plat Amendment/Lake Drive- A lawsuit

overeign Park is currently pending before Judge Michael

%Feking to change the dedication language of the plat of

aumgartner in the Roscommon County Circuit Court. The

gurpose of the lawsuit is to have the judge rewrite the plat

ddication language to allow for uses of the roads within the

plat for boat mooring, sunbathing, picnicking and lounging.
'rl;]he lawsuit tacitly recognizes that the ruleJatobs
pr%cludes using the roads within the plat for boat mooring,
sunbathing, picnicking and lounging. Now the plaintiffs in

that lawsuit are asking the judge to change the language so

thatJacobsannot apply.
chall enged

gualifications to consider the matter. They argued that he is

biased in favor of the front lot owners. The Michigan

the Plaintiffs withdrew their disqualification challenge. The
case is not being returned to the trial court for further
proceedings.

The riparian residents of the plat have filed a uniformed
defense to the plat amendment action. The plaintiffs in the
Sovereign Park case have argued that while their case is

Supreme Court ordered a review of the appellate decision on
August 21, 2006. Once the Supreme Court granted review,

J

pending they should not be subjected to enforcement rules on

roadend use. In essence they argued that their lawsuit
immunizes them from complying with current court

decisions. Judge Thomas has held to the contrary. In very

straight forward terms Judge Thomas has advised the
plaintiffs in the Sovereign Park case that if they do not
comply with the terms of the current Court of Appeals

decisions they will be subjecting themselves to his contempt

required that Sheridan Drive be maintained at a width of joPOWErs.

more than 8 feet, in consideration of its historical width.

Subsequent to the meeting, numerous proposed settlemeniCivic Association has initiated a lawsuit against the lakefront

memorandums were prepared and endorsed by

Almeda Beach/Don M. Boulevard The Higgins Lake

property owners living adjacent to Don M. Boulevard. Don

representatives of Sheridan Drive Association, and submitted. Boulevard is a lakeside boulevard located in the Plat of
to counsel for the Roscommon County Road Commission, {@meda Beach Subdivision. Almeda Beach Subdivision is

obtain the signature of representatives of the road
commission.

located just easterly of the Higgins Lake South State Park. |
that case, the Higgins Lake Civic Association claims that the

Despite repeated requests from counsel for Sheridan Dri#ghts of its members to use Don M. Boulevard have been

Association, several months passed, and the road commisd[¥finged upon by the lakefront property owners. The Civic
Association claims various encroachments on the boulevard,

had yet to sign and return the settlement memorandum tg

counsel for Sheridan Drive Association. As a result, couns@long with the way the front lot owners are using the

for Sheridan Drive Association scheduled a hearing for Ma)b

7,2007. Approximately four days prior to the scheduled

oulevard, preclude, or make difficult, easy access for the
Civic Association members.

hearing, counsel for Sheridan Drive Association, received the The Civic Association, in its lawsuit, also claims that the
settlement memorandum signed by the Roscommon Countftont lot owners have, from time to time, harassed the Civic

Road Commission, which resolved the above matter.

Hitchcock - Summary Disposition was previously granted
Plaintiffs in this matter, which prohibited ndé@emporary
mooring of water craft from the road end. The only
remaining issues in the cd
shoreline activities at the upland portion of the road end.
Scheduling Order was recently entered by the Court, and

Association members for using Don M. Boulevard. Most
to/mportantly, the Civic Association, in its lawsuit, claims that

Higgins Lake from Don M. Boulevard.

Athe lawsuit, and deny any acts of harassment, or illegal

trial date will be scheduled for early 2008.
-

defense of this lawsuit, that the boulevard is under the
T (continued on page 5)
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the public has the right to picnic, lounge, sunbathe, and enter

aencroachments. The front lot owners further note, in their

L s eThedronelot Bwvddrsesied ia this [Bigaitio Havie ardgeredl 0



HLPOA Legal Report
jurisdiction of the Roscommon County Road Commission

(contéd from

The Roscommon County Road Commission has not voice

any objection to the manner in which the front lot owners
have used Don M. Boulevard. Finally, the front lot owners
collectively, deny that the public has a right to picnic,
sunbathe, and lounge on Don M. Boulevard.

This matter is in the early stages of pretrial discovery.
status conference has been requested by the lakefront oy
No court dates have been established.

Roscommon County Road Commission vs ShyThe
Roscommon County Road Commission sued a front lot
owner whose land is adjacent to S@set Boulevard in
Lyon Township. Sar®-Set Boulevard is a developed
roadway running along the lakeshore. The lot owners bei
sued, are using the land between the developed roadway)
the waterds edge to maint 3
docking area. The Road Commission claims that it has th
right to remove private st
edge, despite the fact that it is not using that land to main
SamO-Set Boulevard. The lot owners claim a lawful right|
to use any portion of the boulevard which is not being
maintained by the Road Commission as a public way.

The Court has determined that any land between the §

. could be the most important

" elections for the o *v
Roscommon area in history [ S

Amoment of being able to put
_—

L

Pldigging Lake

Political Action Committee (HLPAC)

d

The 2008 local elections

We stand at the defining

"&Re access issues behind u
and the chance to

concentrate on the health of the lake. It has always been the

position of the HLPOA to support elected officials who do

not bring biased political agendas to their office. We will

support candidates who have the vmding of all their

mg(r:]%nstituents and the health of the lake as their priority.
nAn gxampje fpdoritieswas whergtike fkgscangnong e ¢ k

a

eCounty Commissioners appointed two new members to the
Reseommgn&£eunty Road Gommissign Yof all e t h e

atandidates who were interviewed for the position, the

HLPOA informed the commissioners that we opposed only
two of the candidates because they had a politically biased
agenda. We felt that the commissioners had a very solid

gPool of candidates to select from, other than the two we

platted width of the boulevard and the waters edge belongs@BPosed. Ultimately the commissioners selected two
pUistanding appojiees indackig Bertsch andrkim A&ig. u r t
d heseitwa have raughecivilit and reason toeafeard thati r

the Shyés and can be used
also ruled that all/l of Shy
as they do not interfere with the maintained portion of
SamO-Set Boulevard.

Maplehurst Road - In October of 2007, a homeowners
association, known as Pinecone Beach Association, Inc.,
filed a circuit court lawsuit seeking Jacobs enforcement
concerning Maplehurst Road. While it is commonly belie
that Maplehurst Road is an unplatted section line road,
research revealed that Maplehurst Road is in fact located
within the plats of Sunset Shores Association, and Pinecd
Beach Association.

On June 2, 2008, summary disposition was granted in
favor of Plaintiff, Pinecone Beach Association, Inc., and
Jacobgestrictions were applied to the readd. It is
anticipated that complete resolution of the case including
entry of final orders will occur within the next 45 days.

Conclusion- HLPOA and its homeowner association
partners continue to work toward protection of the
environmental quality of Higgins Lake. HLPOA and its
subdivision partners also amdrking to ensure that all
riparians on Higgins Lake enjoy their property, and their
associated riparian rights. HLPOA will be diligent and
comprehensive in its efforts to protect the interest of Higg
Lake and its riparian members.

(5 )

was too busy fighting among themselves to properly

represent the public interest. Jackie Bertsch is presently
Chair of the Road Commission. Both Jackie Bertsch and

Kim Akin deserve to be relected.

The other candidate in the race, Larry Paxton, is a totally

eflifferent story. Mr. Paxton has a history of fighting openly
and in the newspapers with his fellow commissioners; first
with Mike VanWormer, and then George Pappas. These

néghts were an embarrassment to both the Road

Commission and the County. As past chair, Larry Paxton

politicized the position by having an open agenda to

intimidate and make life miserable for people who live on

the lake. His public decree of opposition to the HLPOA in

his written manifesto presented at the Civic Association
annual meeting |l ast year
Roscommon County Road

Road Commission.

NS The Lyon Township elections are also of extreme

interest. Unlike Gerrish Township, Lyon has been

S i

Co mmi
embarrassment to his standing and the board he represents.
All of our public officials are expected to represent all of

the people of Roscommon County without personal bias.
Larry Paxton certainly does not deserve another term on the

operating like a dysfunctional family. The Trustees and the

Treasurer have been standing in the way of progress by

making it difficult for Township Supervisor Paul Tatro to
Continued on Page 6

)
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HLPAC Report

move the Township forward. Even with these challeng
Paul Tatro has managed to achieve completion of a
wastewater treatment system for the American Legion
which was his priority goal when he took office.

(contdéd from Page

Trustee Fred Koenigbauer, who is challenging Paul
Tatro for Supervisor, and Craig Williams, who is runnin
for treasurer, are still tied to the old regime of Sam
Boodoian. Sam Boodoian is on the board of the
Abackl otterso Civic Asso
group is to reinstate private marinas at public road end
Boodoian and his friends have made a point of harassi

lakefront residents, looking for issues they could present

to Larry Paxton, a Roscommon County Road
Commissioner who has publicly announced his suppor
the Civic Association. There are many other issues tha
impact all of the residents of Lyon Township that have
been addressed. This election gives us the opportunity
once and for all get beyond the influence of the old reg
of Sam Boodoian and move in a more positive directior
We need to put political bias and divisiveness in the pal
Lyon Township needs elected officials who will work wi
Supervisor Paul Tatro for the betterment of the
community.

These are only two of the local elections that we will
focusing on. We will be interviewing candidates and
making recommendations on who has the environment
health of Higgins Lake and concerns of all their
constituentsd best inter:;
making decisions that impact our community.

We will also monitor the candidates for various state
wide political positions, seeking support for those who
share our concerns. The HLPAC (Higgins Lake Politic
Action Committee) recently sent out a letter requesting
donations to help us elect fair and opeimded officials
who will represent all of their constituents in an unbiase
way. We would like to thank all of you who have
donated. We ask if you have not donated to consider
making a donation because this is a crucial election tha
will have a lasting impact on our community.

th

Office Central
ed)y Pam Mills,
Administrative Assistant

Welcome back to Higgins Lake! |
| trust you had a wonderful winter
wherever it was spent.

Our winter was spent gearing up
for the summer activities. There never seems to be a lack
of things to do. As each season passes, we find more
b Litfkibnt vags to cdntnBinicdtPwith oBr'merfokrs. trife O f

P'e-mail database has been very successful for passing on
"Ymmediate information or requests. Thanks to all of you

J

"who have written to your local senators in opposition to
current house bills that would have a negative impact on
t%elake.

ot Wedre taking software cl as
f¥arious communications more interesting to our members
nhd interested readers. We are currently working on the

, new HLPOA Member Directory; our goal is to have it

stoublished later this summer.

If you have made any recent changes in your mailing
address, please contact the office at (989}2I/8&L or
send an enail to hlpoa@charter.net.

be Let me remind you that if you need to report an
overnight mooring at a road end, please call the office. If

» o one is available to take your call, please leave a contact
name, phone number and a brief description of the

e prdblern so that vee dan retumi youdcallw i younhave b € y
guestion, concern or a suggestion, please calinaaiethe
office. If | am unable to give you immediate resolution,

Il 611l pass the wn o

b help you.
Hues!

Thanks to those who have already paid your 2008
An envelope is enclosed with this newsletter as a genfle
dreminder for you if you still need to pay your 2008 dues.
Not sure theyodére paid? Pl
(989) 2759181 or send anmail to hipoa@charter.net

Have a fun, safe summer!

e \
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In memory of Paula D. Reusser
By Kay and Brian Burke

In memory of Paula D. Reusser
By Alan and Cricket Keener

In memory of Rob Morley
By Pat and Vicki Springstead

In memory of Jack Balesky
By Nancy and Duane Dent

0t e
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The HLPOA gratefully acknowledges the following memorial contributions:

P PO OO0 O

In memory of Lloyd Gauss
By Jim and Elaine Beardslee

In memory of Lloyd Gauss
By Richard and Valloree Prevost

In memory of Louise Johnson
By Jim and Elaine Beardslee

Thank you !!
U OO 00D o
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Anglers Can Help Slow the

Spread of Fish Disease

As summer approaches and fishing season shifts into
high gear, the Department of Natural Resources is
reminding anglers that preventing the spread of viral
hemorrhagic septicemia (VHS) will take the effort of
everyone.

First discovered in the Great Lakes in 2005, VHS has
caused fish kills in northern Lake Huron, Lake St. Clair
and the St. Clair River, Lake Erie, and inland in Budd Lake
near Harrison.

Anglers can help prevent the spread of disease by
following two simple rules: Don't move water and don't
move fish.

Anglers are asked to empty their live wells and bilges
when they leave a lake or river. Live wells should be
disinfected with one half-cup bleach per five gallons of
water before the boat is launched on another body of
water.

Fish should never be moved from one body of water to
another, including minnows used for bait. Please dispose
of leftover minnows away from the water; do not empty
your bait bucket into the lake, which is illegal. Anglers who
collect their own minnows should use them only in the
same waters where they were collected. Certified VHS-
free minnows can be used anywhere in the state and now
are widely available in bait shops.

There is no known treatment for VHS in a lake or river.
Preventing the spread of VHS is the best way to protect
Michigan 's fish stocks from the disease.

For more information on VHS, visit the DNR Web
site at www.michigan.gov/dnrfishing.

The DNR is committed to the conservation, protection,
management, use and enjoyment of the state's natural
resources for current and future generations.

THE

SILVE

DOLLAR

SALOON

OFFICIAL CORPORATE SPONSOR
HIGGINS LAKE CIVIC ASSOCIATION
"Don't forget our fundra|ser
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Informatlon only publlc service announcement

/& Gerrish Township Lake Access Plan >

The Gerrish Township board has
approved, in concept, a Lake Access
Master Plan that addresses several
areas around the lake currently
being considered for access points.

Gerrish recognizes that recreation
at Michiganos
accomplished in harmony with the
community, and the plan needs to
provide a balance of access to
Higgins Lake as well as protection of
individual property rights.

Gerrish Township is taking a
leadership role in progressive
environmental practices and
cooperative management in order to
assure a beautiful, safe and
prosperous community. The
HLPOA is working with township
officials to make sure the plan does
not violate the Jacobs ruling.

Check out the details at:
www.gerrishtownship.org
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/& Gerrish Township Enforcement >

In accordance with Gerrish
Township's Conceptual Lake Access
Master Plan, the Gerrish Township
Police Department announces that
in partnership with the Department
of Environment al
be enforcing the provisions of the
Inland Lakes and Streams Act 451.

More specifically, we will be
addressing the overnight mooring of
boats that have been permanently
moored without permit from the
DEQ at road ends in Gerrish
Township. Todosoisa
misdemeanor, punishable by a fine
of not more than $500.00 for each
violation. o

Gerrish Township Police would like
to remind all boaters that they are
entitled to usage at road ends that is
concurrent to recreational use.

More information at:
www.gerrishpolice.org
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Environmental Report
by Rick Meeks, Vice President

Act, in efforts to stabilize the road ends ito reduce runoff and
erosion around the lake. Currently, the Foundation is offering
financial assistance to property owners who want to stabilize

Our continuing efforts to protect the environmental hedlthheir shorelines with green belts. It is discouraging to see

of the lake can be summarized as a two pronged attack:
(1) reduce the amount of phosphorus entering the wate
(2) keep aguatic nuisances out of the lake.

Phosphorus is a naturally occurring nutrient in our lake|

Test results from the Department of Environmental Qualit
Mi chigan Lake and Streams
monitoring program in which we participate continue to
show low levels of phosphorus in the rtédgke deep holes
where we test. These low phosphorus levels limit the amg
of plant and algae growth in the lake. The water testing

these efforts undone by high water wave action and ice
er damage. In an effort to reduce this source of phosphorus, we
are participating on a committee which will make
recommendations for a figear study to ascertain optimum
y/water levels.

A 4 iRecalt inlamd lakesinMichigarm Higying Leke already
has nomative aquatic species in its waters. We all know
about the foreign country ballast water sources of these
uskotic species and how they came to us via the Great Lakes.
We also understand that, when all else fails, our final line of

program also includes tests for water clarity, chlorophyll andiefense against them is a boat wash. The simple act of using

dissolved oxygen.

However, we continue to be very concerned about the
ever increasing stress being placed on the lake and the
resultant environmental degradation on ret@sre areas
which is not showing up in our dedple sampling. As a
result of these concerns, the United States Geologic Sury
was contracted, with funding assistance from both the US
and the Higgins Lake Foundation, to do refaore ground
water quality sampling.

The field tests were don

sampling the ground water quality beneath the lake bottor]

selected sample locations approximately8P(feet out from
the shoreline and approximate2%t depth below the lake
bottom. All sampling was done according to the USGS

National Field Manual for Collection of Wat€uality Data.

Data from the field tests has now been analyzed and
shows higher levels of phosphorus in refaore surface
water and even higher levels of phosphorus in-skare
ground water. These USGS tests show the need to curtai
amount of phosphorus entering the growater from every
source possible in the entire watershed.

Eliminating the use of fertilizer containing phosphorus
one of the easiest ways to reduce phosphorus loading. W
pleased that the Roscommon County Board of
Commissioners recently passed, by unanimous vote,
regulations controlling the use of this type of fertilizer. The
four townships surrounding Houghton Lake have all pass
similar bans and Gerrish Township has passed a resolutig
strongly encouraging people not to use phosphorus.

While phosphorus has, by federal law, been removed f
laundry detergent, it is still an active ingredient in dish
washer soap. There is hope on the horizon; the state of
Indiana recently passed legislation which bans the sale al
use of this type of dishwasher soap. In the meantime, if
everyone uses low or no phosphorus dishwasher soap, W
will eliminate another source of phosphorus from entering
our lake.

Still another source of phosphorus is sHare erosion.
Fifteen years ago the Higgins Lake Foundation assisted,

a power washer to knock pieces of Eurasian Water Milfoil or
the transparent zebra mussel larvae or other exotic invasive
species off a boat and trailer will aid in the efforts to stem the
spread of these and other pernicious invaders.

Thanks to the DNR

G
(;ys Parks Division for
assistance in clearing
trees from the boat
wash site. I t 6s
g during the| hdihe te€sanbtRad [ Y
at to be cut down will be

recycled and cut into
lumber for use by the
park for building and
repair projects on the
campgrounds.

Because this project is so important to our lake, the
HLPOA has committed to raising the funds to build and
tBBerate the first boat wash on Higgins Lake. The primary
financial sponsor of this project is the Higgins Lake
Foundation with generous assistance from the Roscommon
s County Community Foundation and the Entrust Foundation.
e Bhe DNR Parks Division has not only donated the land, but
DNR employees Anna Sylvester and Carl Doxtator have also
contributed their enthusiasm as well as site preparation
assistance for the project. We hav
rdreceived invaluable advice with sit
pnplan design and development from|
Larry Fox of the engineering and [
rO(ﬁqnsulting firmC2AEof Gaylord.

Use of the boat wash will be freq .

of charge and open 24/7. With the Y :

ndexception of busy weekends, it wil ‘
be selfoperated. At this point we ==

e expect that the boat wash will be open and protecting our

lake by the date of our HLPOA annual meeting, July 19th.

The HLPOA is planning a fund raiser later this summer,
specifically for the boat wash, asking that tax deductible
donations be made directly to the Higgins Lake Foundation.

fatd

along with Section 319 Grant funds from the Clean Wa
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